- GOVERNMENT OF MEGUALAYA

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS AND ENVIRONMENT

- OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FOREST & HOFT :
| ~MEGHALAYA

No.MF@.56/14/2016 Dated Shillong the  Oct 2016
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Principal Secretary \G / \/EQ/\C; FP

‘Forest & Environment Department
Govt of Meghalaya, Shillong,

: Action taken report on the Guidelines for Felling and Transit chulationfor?)
Tree Species Brown on Non-forest Junds/Private lands - Regardin g

: () Letter No. FOR.22/2004/310 dated 18™ March 2015 : j
(if) Letter of Govt of India F.No. 8-14/2004 _ FP dated 08.03.2016 W
(151)  Letter of Govt of Tndia F.No. 8. 14/2004 — TP dated Sepr 2016

1. The undersigned had attended the Conference of PQCF & HoFFs, Additional <8
and Principal Secretaries in charge of Forest Dept held in New Delhi on 21% and

- Meghalaya being a hilly state has o agroforestry at all since the pé}centage of the

State’s jand covered by agriculture is very small. Therefore, there may not be any

need to submit any kind of action takep report,




3: Tn any case, though Meghalaya is endowed with forest cover of nearly 77% (as per
" latest SFR Report of BSI) only 5% of the gebgraphical land is covered by forests
which sare undér- direct.' édmihistratibn of thé:'Siﬁté"aovenment-ﬂle rest being
administered by the Autonomous District Councils in view of provisions of VI
Schedule of Constitution in its application to the ‘State of Meghalaya. If any
blanket inter-state movement of timber is permitted we may lose our meagre forest

resources under control of the State Government. Even the forest cover in the
District Council administered areas may shrink since any such inter-state
movement of timber might encourage unscrupulous elements to remove timber
from forest land in the garb of timber from mon-forest areas. In view of these
concerns the State of Meghalaya has enacted Meghalaya Forest (Removal of
Timber Regulation) Act, 1981 after receiving the Presidential assent on 29™ May
1981 regnlating interstate movement of timher from Meghalaya. Enforcement of
the suggested guidelines may need repealing the Act which may lead to public

uproar.
Yours faithfully

(C. Budnah, IFS)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forest
& HOFF, Meghalaya, Shillong

BY FAX
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Memo No. MF(.56/14/2016 / 106 78 Dated Shillong the?¥ Oct 2016
Copy forwarded to:

Smt Rekha Pai, fnspector General of Forests (EAP/Forest. Policy) Indira Paryavaran,
Bhavan, Vayu Wing, 6 Floor, Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi 110 003. This has
reference to instructions of the Ministry Officials during the recent conference (21°-22™

Octl6) to immediately communicate the remarks of PCCF & HoFT on the guidelines
referred above. -

(C. B%S)

Prineipal Chief Conservator of Forest
& HOFF, Meghalaya, Shillong
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